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British Medical Association: 
CURRENT NOTES. 


Petrol for Medical Practitioners. 

In the Journan of August 4th (p. 159) we stated certain 
facts as to the position as regards the supply of petrol 
to medical practitioners for use in professional work. As 
from August 1st, 1917, the Petrol Control Department 
is issuing no new licences for more than 50 gallons a 
month. The Deputy-Controller of the department, how- 
ever, on July 3lst promised the British Medical Associa- 
tion that the department would consider any case in 
which a practitioner could prove conclusively that 
50 gallons a month would be inadequate for his work. 
The Association subsequently laid before the department 
the particulars of several cases in which it was obvious that 
the practitioners concerned could not carry out their work 
on an expenditure of only 50 gallons a month, and in reply 
was informed by the Deputy-Controller that the question 
of the issue of supplementary licences in these cases would 
receive careful consideration. The Association is now 
informed that the Controller of the department is not in a 
position to increase the quantity at present beyond the 
50 gallons a month already allotted to each of these 
doctors. As it is essential that practitioners, the majority 
of whom are at present doing work greatly in excess of 
that of pre-war times, shall if possible obtain adequate 
supplies, the Association is taking further steps. 


Repair of Doctors’ Cars. 
The following letter, which explains itself, has been 
received by the Medical Secretary of the British Medical 
Association : 


MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS OF WAR. 
Priority Branch, 
1, Caxton Street, Westminster, S.W., 
17th August, 1917. 
Sir 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 


of the 13th August, and to refer to the interview which I had 


with you this morning with respect to the difficulty which 
medical practitioners sometimes experience in getting their 
motor cars repaired. 

I think it is clear as the result of our conversation that the 
difficulty is for the most part not experienced in obtaining a 
certificate, but in getting the work done once the certificate 
has been obtained. Iam afraid that, owing to the urgent war 
work on which not a few of the motor car manufacturers of this 
country are at the present time exclusively engaged, difficulties 
must continue to occur in the future in the case of certain 
makes of car. 

It is clear, however, that in certain cases the maintenance 
and running repairs to doctors’ cars are of "9? importance 
with direct war work. Of these cases the British Medical 


' Association is the best judge. If, therefore, in any case the 


British Medical Association will take the responsibility of 


stating that a repair is of urgent importance this department 


will be quite willing to issue a Priority 4 Certificate instructing 
all firms concerned that this particular repair is to beexecuted 
as war work. Even go, in the case of certain firms it is to be 
regretted that they will in all probability be unable to execute 


| orders for spare parts with any reasonable promptitude, owing 


to the rane urgent nature of the work on which they are 
engaged. 
In the case of spare parts required for Ford cars, I am 


been sent to the Ford Company 
t ease such parts to doctors without th i o 
ing for a certificate. 
Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
. T. SWAN SONNENSCHEIN 
- (For Deputy-Controller, Priority Department). 


In acknowledging this letter Dr. Cox stated that the 
British Medical Association would be glad to take the 
responsibility in suitable cases submitted to it of reporting 
to the Priority Department that a repair is of such urgent 
importance that the department would be justified in 
issuing a Priority 4 Certificate. ; 


Association Notices. 


BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. | 


NORTH OF ENGLAND BRrRANCH.—Dr. James Don, Ho 
Secretary (1, Grove Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne), gives ‘wales 
of England Branch will 

e held a »' Ridley Place, Newcastle-on- i ; 
September 7th, at 3.15 p.m. 


INSURANCE NOTES. 

Computsory Heattu InsurANcE: AN AMERICAN VIEW. 
A PAMPHLET entitled, Facts and Fallacies of Compulsory 
Health Insurance, by Dr. Frederick J. Hoffman, issued 
by the Prudential Insurance Company of America, can 
only be regarded as a strong attack on the movement in 
America in favour of compulsory health insurance. To 
begin with, Dr. Hoffman says that compulsory health 
insurance is not in fact an insurance, but essentially an 
arbitrary taxation providing for an inequitable distribution 
of cost in the proportion of 40 per cent. contribution by 
wage earners, 40 per cent. by employers, and 20 per cent. 
‘by taxpayers at large, and that on any such basis it is 
only poor relief under another name. He then attempts 
to show that the degree of poverty in America is not of 
such serious importance as to require what he calls tha 
“paternalistic form of government” of Germany. Strong 
criticism is directed against exaggerated statements about 
the physical deterioration in America, where the death- 
rate 1s so low (about 13.5 per 1,000) that there is no need, 
in the author’s opinion, for such special remedies as com- 
pulsory health insurance. The whole movement in favour 
of it is treated as a propaganda for State socialism and 
class legislation, and it is stated that numerous medical 
societies have passed resolutions of disapproval. An 
attempt is then made to show that insurance has been a 
failure in England, the author evidently depending largel 
on the report of the Fabian Research Department, of whic 
Mr. Sidney Webb was chairman. In further support of his 
view, Dr. Hoffman states that “every week the BritisH 
MEDICAL JOURNAL contains in a SUPPLEMENT an extended 
account of seemingly endless quarrels, dissensions and 
disputes concerning fees, allotments, prescriptions, reduc- 
tions, settlements, etc.,” and he says, “itis a safe conclusion 
that the economic status of the medical profession will 
not be improved under compulsory health insurance in 
America.” Further quotations from English medical 
journals are given as showing the deplorable effects of 
national insurance on medical practice and in reducing the 
standard of medical treatment. A good deal is also made 
of the argument that sickness insurance offers a pecuniary 
inducement to malingering. It is stated that the amount 
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of sickness in America has been grossly exaggerated and 
that America compares very favourably with Germany in 
this respect in spite of the German insurance.-- — - 

The author tells us that the American Federation of 
Labour opposes compulsory insurance as inimical to labour 
welfare and public policy. What may be necessary for 
persons near or -below the poverty line is not necessarily 
desirable for those who ave able to provide for their own 
medical and other needs, and we read, “ the tragedy of the 
National Health Insurance in England is that it has not 
improved the condition of the poor, but that the benefits 
have accrued to those least urgently in need of pecuniary 
assistance and free medical treatment,” as the vast multi- 
tude brought within the Act were already providing what 
was requisite for themselves. ‘The insurance medical 
service in England is characterized as “intolerably incom- 
plete, intolerably wasteful, and intolerably costly,” and 
the author claims that far better results would ke got 
by insurance on a-voluntary basis. He sees a solution 
of the .difficulties in a more intelligently conceived State 
medical s2rvice and more systematic and well-considered 
poor relief, with an improvement in institutional facilities 
for medical treatment irrespective of social or economic 
status. Other measures advocated are a reform of the 
abuses of medical charities, compensation for industrial 
or occupational diseases as well as for industrial accidents, 
greater co-operation for sanitary services, better facilities 
for education in personal and public hygiene, and specially 
an improvement in the numerous forms of voluntary 
insurance and thrift movements, with proper State 
supervision. 

We do not know whether Dr. Hoffman's views will meet 
with any general support in America. His statement that 
insurance in England is a failure is certainly open to 
dispute. Even if it were admitted that the results have 
not reached expectations, it might still be argued that any 
such comparative failure arose from the insurance not 
going far enough, or from details in administration which 
experience will correct, and not from any defect necessarily 
inherent in compulsory health insurance. 


Aabal and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. - 


THE following appointments are announced by the Admiralty: 


Fleet Surgeon C. S. Woodwright has been promoted to the rank of 
Deputy Surgeon-General. Fleet Surgeon -A. I. Sheldon to the 
Pembroke; Staff Surgeon G. O. M. Dickenson, M.B,, to Haslar 
Hospital Camps; Surgeoa A. lairley, M.B., to the Victory. Temporary 
Surgeons C. de C. W: Langdon to Portsmouth Dockyard, temporary ; 
M. Viaste to the Victory; J. R. W. Stephens to Plymouth Hospital; 
R. Sileock to Haslar Hospital; I. Bayley, M.D., to the Hindustan, 
vice Townley: H. Mct. Hanschell, D.S.C., and G. W. Pratt, to 
Chatham Hospital; W. H. Kay, M.B , to the Pembroke. 


Royan NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 
Surgeon Probationer H. A. Potter to the Contest. Surgeon 
Probationer A. D. MacHaftie has becn granted a temporary com- 
mission as dental surgeon, and appointed to the Europa. To be 
Surgeon Probaticners: H. L. Sackett, A. Jj. De L. O'Conuor. 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Surgeon-General Sir T. P. Woodhouse, K.C.M.G., C.B., and Colonel 


R. J. Windle, M.B., are retained on the active list, and to be | 


supernumerary. 
_Lieut.-Colonels to be temporary Colonels whilst employed as 
Assistant Directors of Medical Services: G. W. Tate, M.B., I’. EB. 
Gunter, M.B. (substituted for notification in the London Gazette of 
January 27th, 1917). 
Royat Army Corps. 
Lieut.-Colonel G. J. A. Ormsby, D.S.0., M.B, to be temporary 
Colonel whilst an Assistant Director of Medical Services of a Division. 
Major (temporary Lieut.-Colone!) E. McDonnell, D.S.0., M.B., to be 
an Assistant Director of Medical Services of a Division, and to retain 
his temporary rank whilst so employed. : 
‘Major R. B. Hole, M.B., and Major (Brevet Lieut.-Colonel) C. R. S. 
Bradley, to be acting Lieut.-Colonels whilst in command of a stationary 
hospital. 


Majors W. J. Waters and J. M. H.Conway, D.S.0., F.R.C.S.1., to be | 
acting Lieut.-Colonels whilst in command of a casualty clearing | 


station. 
Captain R E. U. Newmun, M.C., M.B., to be acting Lieut -Colonel 
whilst in command of a field ambulance. 

Temporary Captain A. W. Robertson to be temporary Major. 

Temporary Lieutenants to be temporary Captains: H. H.R. Bayley, 
E. K. Campbell, M.B., F R.C.S. 

‘Olficers relinquish their commissions: Temporary Captains D. 
Viliesid (on account of ill health), KR. V. McDonnell, M.C., F. J. Living- 
ston, M.B., V. I’. Stock; Temporary Lieutenant R. D. Ferguson, M.D. 

To be temporary honorary Lieutenants: C. KE. Allison, F. A. 


Simonds. 


OVERSEAS CONTINGENTS. 
CANADIAN ARMY Mrpicar. SERVICE. 


Deputy: Assistant Director of Medical Services temporary Captain 


Hi. C. Mersereau, C.A.M.C., relinquishes his appointment. 


| 


CANADIAN Meprcar Corps. 

Temporary Major J. R. Spier to be temporary Lieut.-Colonel (sub. 
stituted for the London Gazette notification July 27th incorrectly 

emporary Majors to be temporary Lieut.-Colonels: C. 8. McVi 
W. J. O. Malloch. 

Temporary Captains to be temporary Majors: §. G. Chown, H. E, 

‘ 
elmporary Captains to be acting Majors whilst specially employed; ' 
D. A. Grahain, W. H. Lowry, R. G. Armour. ; 

Temporary Lieutenant E. S. Jeffrey to be temporary Captain. 

Temporary Quartermaster and honorary Captain J. W. White to be 
honorary Major whilst specially employed. 

Sergeant-Major M. F. Millard to be temporary Quartermaster with 
the honorary rank of Lieutenant (substituted for London Gazette 
notification of July 19th incorrectly specifying initials as ‘ F. M."'). 


TERRITORIAL FORCE. 
Royau Army MeEpicau Cores. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. W. Webber, F.R.C.S , is seconded for duty with a 
general hospital. : 

Temporary. Lieut.-Colonel R. P. Jack, M.B., Scottish Rifles, T.F., 
to be temporary Lieut.-Colonel. 

Major P. G. Williamson, M.C., M.B., to be acting Lieut.-Colonel 
whilst commanding a field ambulance. 


Captain (acting Lieut.-Colonel) k. W. Brimacombe to be Major and ; 


acting Lieut.-Colonel. 

Captain J. W. Mackenzie, M.D., to be Major. ‘ 

Captain (temporary Major) E. M. Jenkins, M.B., relinquishes his 
tentporary rank on ceasing to command a field ambulance: - - 

. —— J.G. Emanuel, M.D., is seconded for duty with a general 
ospital. 

The Christian names of Captain Philip Halbert Green, M.B., are 
as now stated and not as announced in the London Gazette of 
August 2lst. 

Captains $. G. Webb, M.D., and J. Gilchrist, M.D., are restored to 


the establishment. 


VACANCIES, 


NOVICES REGARDING APPOINTMENT'S.—Altention is 
called to a Nolice (see Index to Advertisements—Important - 
Notice re Appointments) appearing tn our advertisement 
columns, giving particulars of vacancies as to which inquiries 
should be made before application. 


AYRSHIRE : COLMONEUL PARISH.—Medical Officer for the Lower 
District. Salary, £79 per annum ;, vaccination salary, 

BRISTOL ROYAL INFIRMARY.—(1) House-Physician; (2) House- 
Surgeon. Salary, £120 per annum. 

BURSLEM: HAYWOOD HOSPITAL.—Resident Medical Officer 
(female). Salary, £300 per annum. 


BURY INFIRMARY. — Junior House-Surgeon. Salary, £150 per: 


annum. 

CAMBRIDGE: ADDENBROOKE’S HOSPITAL.—House-Physician. 
Salary, £150 per annum. 

COVENTRY EDUCATION COMMITTEE.—Temporary Assistant 
School Medical Oflicer. Salary, £350 per annum, 

DEVON COUNTY EDUCATION GOMMITTEE, Exeter.—Temporary 
Oculist. Salary, £8 83. per week. 

EASTBOUNE EYE INFIRMARY.—Ophthalmic Surgeon. 

EDINBURGH: ROYAL EDINBURGH HOSPITAL FOR SICK‘ 
CHILDREN.—Four Resident Medical Officers. : ’ 

KIRKWALL: PARISH OF EDAY.—Medical Officer. 

LINDSEY, COUNTY OF THE PARTS OF.—Lady Assistant Medical 
Officer of Health. Salary, £4C0 per annum. 

NETLEY: BRITISH RED CROSS HOSPITAL.—Medical Officer. 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY.—Woman Assistant Demonstrator of 
Anatomy. Stipend, £150 per annum. 

ROTHERHAM HOSPITAL.—Junior House-Surgeon. Salary, £150 
per annum. 

ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, City Road, E.c.—- 
Third House-Surgeon. Salary, £50 per annum. 

ST. MARK’S HOSPITAL FOR CANCER, FISTULA, Erc,, City 
Road.—House-Surgeon. . 

SALISBURY GENERAL INFIRMARY. — House-Surgeon. Salary, 
£159 per annum. . 

SHEFFIELD ROYAL INFIRMARY.—Two House-Surgeons. Salary, 
£129 per annum cach. 

STOCKPORT INFIRMARY.—‘l) Senior House-Surgeon; (2) Junior * 
House-Surgeon. Salary, £250 and £200 per annum respectively. 

SWANSEA EDUCATION COMMITTEE.—Lady Assistant School 
Medical Officer. Salary, £350 perannum. .. F 

WORCESTERSHIRE ASYLUM, Bromsgrove.—Temporary Assistant 
Medical Officer. 

CERTIFYING FACTORY SURGEONS.—The Chief Inspector of 
Factories aunounces the following vacant appointment: 
Radcliffe (Nottingham). 


To ensure notice in this column—auhich ts compiled from our 
advertisement colinns, where full particulars will be found— 
itis necessary that advertisements should be received not later - 
than the first post on Wednesday morning. Persons interested 
should refer de to the Index to Advertisements which follows ° 
the Table of Contents in the JOURNAL. 


4 


APPOINTMENTS. 


BENNETT, P. M. B., B.Ch., R.U.I., District Medical Officer of the 
Sheffield Union. 4 
Bram, T. P., L.S.A., District Medical Officer of the Halifax Union. ; 
Wiacuam, W. H., M.D.Durh., Certifying Factory Surgeon for the 
~ Tattenhall District, co: Chéster. 


irimted and published by the British Medica! Association at their Office, No. 429, Strand, in the Parish of St. Martin-in-tho-Fields, in the County of Middlesex. 
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